
Out of Africa



Current Distribution



Fire – Ecosystem Transformer

Normal savanna fire – fuel load 3.6 t ha-1; fire-line intensity 3.7  

Grass 0.5 m tall 

Gamba fire – fuel load 11.6 t ha-1; fire-line intensity 15.7 MW m-1

Gamba to 4 m tall 

Gamba fires kill overstorey

After multiple fires –

becomes field of Gamba

Highly invasive  



Growth and Seeding

Grows – wet season from first decent rain

Flowers – April into early dry season

Seeding – dry season 



Pathways of Spread

• Roadsides, tracks 

• Disturbed areas – spoil heaps, legacy 
mines, scrapes, (Telstra) towers, etc.

• Wind dispersal

• Fire assisted spread – thermals during 
fires, opens up areas

• Vehicles, equipment 

• Via water – riparian corridors 



Moline Telstra towers



Weed Control Work 

Jawoyn – Road, rail and power corridors, Wandi area

DEMED – roads near Gunbalanya and Telstra towers  

Warddeken – road corridors in Arnhem Land

Bawinanga/Djelk – Maningrida area

Wagiman – Cullen River patch  

Let us know where there are other infestations 

susanne.casanova@territorynrm.org.au



Weed Hygiene 

• Vehicles

• Quads and side-by-sides

• Equipment 

• Clothing 

Establish wash down bays

Check crevices   

Weed hygiene course 
• AHCBIO201 Inspect and Clean Machinery for 

Plant, Animal and Soil Material 



Burning and Gamba

• Don’t burn late – super hot fires 

• Don’t burn Gamba that has seeded – makes situation worse

• Avoid burning areas near Gamba infestations (further spread)

WALFA and Gamba
• Make sure you don’t have Gamba

• If you do – get rid of it !  
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Regional Gamba Plan for Kakadu and Arnhem Land – in development

Resources

• Gamba Grass Management Guide 

• Weed Management Plan for Gamba Grass  


